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Being executive officer, | was especially impressed
by the session on management delivered by Asylbek
Chekirov. | took a fresh look at the management

of the Concept’s Action Plan. | realized that the
implementation approach had to be changed, that
we needed to move from bureaucratic administration
and turn to managerial decisions, set correct

goals, and focus on results rather than on formal
implementation of activities. The session also helped
our employees to look at our government agency not
only as a supervisory body, but also as a body that
ensures the rights to freedom of religion.

SCRA’s Deputy Director

EDUCATION

“Unity in Diversity”
Educational Camp for Youth

The work was carried out with the support
from Search for Common Ground, OSCE
Program Office, and UNDP.

The guide is available
or downloading at:

implemented a pilot project to organize an educational

From mid-2020 to mid-2021, the Center The idea behind the project was proposed by the

Center’s volunteers. It builds on “peer-to-peer” approach

space for young people from all over Kyrgyzstan that engages young people to project development and

who represented different religions and had different

worldviews.

communication under experienced mentors’ guidance.
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“Kyrgyzstan is a multi-ethnic and
multi-religious country. Like others,
we are concerned about the increased
level of radicalization in our society,
especially among young people from
other regions. We thought it would
be great to organize an inter-ethnic
and inter-religious educational camp
to bring together participants from
all Oblasts. Such environment would
give everyone a first-hand experience,
so the participants can see that there
is nothing wrong with people, who
exercise other religions and have
different worldviews!

- Project volunteers

JJ

An important task of the project was to enable the participants to implement social projects in their communities
through mini grants.

, Working together on common points of concern
provides great opportunity to connect with
others and to start a dialogue.

The objective of the project was to promote inter-religious dialogue and improve young people’s skills of positive
interaction in multi-religious environment of Kyrgyzstan.

We identified two pillars to achieve our goal:

1. Raise awareness of young people have different
worldviews and religious identity about the religious
sphere of Kyrgyzstan

To implement these tasks, the work was organized
in several stages.

Online sessions for 50 participants from different
regions of Kyrgyzstan. The main topics of this course
included media literacy, identification of social problems
and ways to solve such problems, and development of
project proposal.

2. Promote pluralism and respect for different
religions and cultures among young people.

Following the month-long sessions, 40
beneficiaries were selected for the second stage that
included a 6-day youth camp in Bishkek.

We made sure that the selected participant
equally presented all 7 oblasts of Kyrgyzstan, different
religious and non-religious beliefs, worldview positions
and principles.

Osh Oblast

Chui Oblast 6

Batken Oblast

Talas Oblast
Jalal-Abad Oblast

Issyk-Kul Oblast

Naryn Oblast 6




The Camp offered multiple activitie:

® tour to three sacred sites (Holy Resurrection
Cathedral, Imam Sarakhsi Central Mosque, and
St. Archangel Michael Church) and meetings
with the clergy of different religions.

® workshops and seminars with top experts
in media literacy, establishing intercultural
and interreligious dialogue, human rights,
psychology and mediation




® |ectures on the history of religions and their
profile in Kyrgyzstan; studies of the social
dimension of religious activities.

® direct communication with representatives
of the State Commission for Religious Affairs
of the Kyrgyz Republic and the clergy,
who gave answers to all questions that
concerned the Camp’s participants

® intellectual games related to religious
culture and its diversity in the local context;
team games to facilitate unity and prevent
stigmatization




® educational and entertainment theater,
sketches, and performances

® educational and entertainment theater,
sketches, and performances.

® art therapy and music nights




In the final days, 7 teams were asked to prepare
and defend their projects. Therefore, at the third stage
the participants received assistance in implementation
of their social initiatives.

From the end of February to June 2021, our teams
successfully completed their projects. Their creative and
positive activities are described below.

1. «\WOW» team conducted a series of activities to
reduce bullying and the level of aggression among young
people.

2.«Picasso» team (that consisted of school
students from Kochkor Rayon of Naryn Oblast) created
street art on inter-religious and inter-ethnic harmony and
friendship in the downtown area of Jalal-Abad.

3. “Arturdulukko” team prepared 15 awareness-
raising videos about religion in Kyrgyzstan in TikTok
format.

4.«Michurin» team organized a series of
intellectual games for school students from Suzak Rayon
aimed at solving social problems, increasing media
literacy, building awareness about religious processes
in Kyrgyzstan, establishing cooperation between youth

Project’s quantitative indicators:

more than

100000

more than

10000

beneficiary

more than

150

from different regions of the country, and preventing
tribalism.

5.“Sunrise” team held a drawing contest on
religious and ethnic diversity for 6-10 grade students
from Kochkor Rayon of Naryn Oblast and organized
an open exhibition of the drawings in Seyil Park for the
contestants and all residents of Kochkor Rayon.

6. “Peace” team held sessions aimed at promoting
human rights, religious freedom, and awareness about
religious diversity in Kyrgyzstan, which included
preparation of video content and a trip to “Rukh Ordo”
Cultural Complex.

7.“Time Travel” team held a photo and drawing
contest dedicated to religious and ethnic diversity in
Kyrgyzstan. The pictures were displayed in the museum
of Osh for all residents of the city.

On 24-25 June 2021, when all social initiatives
were completed, the Project organized the final meeting,
where the participants examined the work done, shared
their experiences, discussed challenges and other
nuances of their projects.

views on online
platforms

more than

200

publications on platforms

drawings, videos, and photos
about friendship between
peoples and religions



more than

educational lectures 50 individuals

and seminars completed the online course
individuals completed references in the

the full course offered media

by the Project

“Unity in Diversity” online 1T manual “How to start
platforms organized Inter-Religious
on Instagram and Facebook Dialogue?”

The program was organized by the Research Center for Religious Studies with the support of the US State Department
in Kyrgyzstan and UNDP.




Intellectual games for Youth

The Center regularly conducts team-based
intellectual games for students from Kyrgyz universities. All
questions are related to religion one way or another: history,
culture, inter-religious dialogue, right to religion, religion,
and cinema, etc.

On 23 February 2021, the game was held as part of
the «Unity in Diversity» Youth Camp and brought together
40 participants.

On 9 December 2021, to commemorate the Human
Rights Month, a quiz was organized for students from
Bishkek universities on legislation that governs religious
sphere. The event brought together 9 full teams.

On 19 February 2022, students of religious studies
had an intellectual competition on multiple topics related to
their academic field. The contestants included students of
all four course-years, as well as alumni of the department.

The Research Center for Religious
Studies engages students in the Center’s
activities to enhance the younger
generation’s capacity in the scientific
and educational fields. Our youth branch
participates in various activities as
interns, assistants, or project managers.
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